PRELUDE IN THE FIRST PERSON SINGULAR
machinery, or legislate for its aggregate good,
because its aggregate is composed of too many
irreconcilable minorities. The remedy, therefore, is
to subdivide it, and reorganize the units of that
division, not for the profit of a few, but for the
welfare of each majority : and by welfare I mean the
opportunity to lead a full life, a folly conscious life,
a life of ackquate responsibility, a life in which work
and leisure are fairly mingled, a life in which there
is proper hope of reward for individual merit, a life
in which there is room to sympathize with, and make
allowance for, individual frailties. You may talk as
long as you please about the economic arguments
against such a division: economy is a good servant,
but a bad master. You may preach for ever about
the industrial inefficiency of small units: efficiency
has no meaning unless it means the effective pro-
motion of human happiness. So far as we are
concerned, this is a human world: therefore the
two things that really matter are the contentment
of the individual human body, and the enlargement
of the individual human soul, spirit, or call it what
you like.
PRACTICAL MAN.    I see so many gaps in your
argument.
LINKLATER.   So do I.   But for the moment I am
more interested in the argument than the gaps.
PRACTICAL MAN. I smell a kind of noble priggery
in your words. I had not suspected you of this.
But now I remember that all comedians desire to
play a tragic part, and Hamlet for ever hides beneath
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